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Whereas Maine is known as ‘‘The Pine Tree 

State’’ and ‘‘Vacationland’’ for the extensive 
forests and spectacular scenery that draw 
millions of visitors to Maine every year; 

Whereas the majestic beauty of Mount Ka-
tahdin, 1 of the highest peaks in New Eng-
land and the northern terminus of the Appa-
lachian Trail, and other unspoiled natural 
treasures beckon outdoor enthusiasts; 

Whereas the rugged coastline and vibrant 
fall foliage of Maine are showcased in par-
ticular splendor in Acadia National Park, 1 
of the 10 most visited national parks in the 
United States; 

Whereas the pristine Atlantic waters off 
the coast of Maine support fishermen and 
women and the iconic lobster industry, 
which is the most valuable fishery in the 
United States and is known worldwide as a 
standard of seafood excellence; 

Whereas Maine is the most forested State 
in the United States, with a long history of 
pulp and paper production and an exciting 
recent turn toward innovation and diver-
sification of forest products; 

Whereas the fertile soils of Maine have 
helped farmers produce the best potatoes and 
wild blueberries for generations, and have 
supported the increase of organic agriculture 
operations; 

Whereas March 15, 2020, marks the 200th 
anniversary of the attainment of statehood 
by Maine; and 

Whereas that bicentennial is a monu-
mental occasion to celebrate and commemo-
rate the achievements of the great State of 
Maine: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes and 
celebrates the 200th anniversary of the entry 
of Maine into the Union as the 23d State. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, I have 10 
requests for committees to meet during 
today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, March 11, 2020, 
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on 
pending nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, March 11, 2020, at 10 a.m., 
to conduct a hearing on the following 
nominations: Douglas Benevento, of 
Colorado, to be Deputy Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, and David A. Wright, of South 
Carolina, and Christopher T. Hanson, 
of Michigan. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
The Committee on Finance is author-

ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, March 11, 2020, 
at 10:10 a.m., to conduct a hearing on 
the following nominations: Kipp 
Kranbuhl, of Ohio, to be an Assistant 

Secretary of the Treasury, Sarah C. 
Arbes, of Virginia, to be an Assistant 
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices, and Jason J. Fichtner, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be a Member of 
the Social Security Advisory Board. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 11, 2020, at 10:10 a.m., to conduct 
a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 11, 2020, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct 
a hearing on the following nomination: 
James E. Trainor III, of Texas, to be a Mem-
ber of the Federal Election Commission. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 11, 
2020, at 10 a.m., to conduct a closed 
roundtables. 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, 
March 11, 2020, at 10 a.m., to conduct a 
closed roundtables. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, March 11, 2020, at 2 p.m., to con-
duct a closed roundtables. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL 

The Subcommittee on Personnel of 
the Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 11, 
2020, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SEAPOWER 

The Subcommittee on Seapower of 
the Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, March 11, 
2020, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

f 

MEASURE READ THE FIRST 
TIME—H.R. 6172 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
understand there is a bill at the desk, 
and I ask for its first reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the bill by title for the 
first time. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 6172) to amend the Foreign In-

telligence Surveillance Act of 1978 to pro-
hibit the production of certain business 
records, and for other purposes. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
now ask for a second reading, and in 
order to place the bill on the calendar 
under the provisions of rule XIV, I ob-
ject to my own request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be 
read for the second time on the next 
legislative day. 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF AMERICORPS MEM-
BERS AND ALUMNI TO THE 
LIVES OF THE PEOPLE OF THE 
UNITED STATES 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 540, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 540) recognizing the 

contributions of AmeriCorps members and 
alumni to the lives of the people of the 
United States. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
know of no further debate on the meas-
ure. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there 
is no further debate, the question is on 
agreeing to the resolution. 

The resolution (S. Res. 540) was 
agreed to. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the pre-
amble be agreed to and the motions to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

RECOGNIZING AND CELEBRATING 
THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE ENTRY OF MAINE INTO THE 
UNION AS THE 23D STATE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration S. 
Res. 541, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 541) recognizing and 

celebrating the 200th anniversary of the 
entry of Maine into the Union as the 23d 
State. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 541) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 
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